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HISTORY AMND DEVELOPMENT

The Ottoman Empire wos founded in 1231 by Sultan O
first ruler of @ 38-generation dynasty that dominated Istanbul
without interruption until 1923. At its peak, the Empire
vasl exponse of terrilory stretching from Algeria fo the CG..p'cm
ng Turks, t\m'ls Jews

Sea and from Crimea to Yemen, br
! Greeks, Armenions, Berbers, Slovs and man
together under one government.
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Performed by Yusuf Bilgin, Fevzi Misir & Aziz Bahriveli & The Kudsi Erguner Ensemble sultans themselves were arists, and potrons, as well, s the cily
attracted | he finest artists and orlisans. In fact, the encrmaus

Esin var dsiya & Rozi ,Eb 6:26 repertoire of Turkish classical music and poetry was composed

almost entirely by Otoman sullans or orists they supparied. They
were principally, of course, statesmen and warriors, but the sultans
of the Ottoman Empire also considered Ihemselves humble
disciples of diverse Suli orders. The mysfical offshoat of Islam, ene
| of the most significant movemerts developing in that religion in the
cenlury alter the death of its prophet Mohammed, Sufism is the
moin inspiration for all fine aris in Turkey and the most important
source of musical literature within the entire lslamic world.
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2. Efendimsin .27
You are my master|

ems of Seyh Galib, sung by Fevai Misir [Instcn
Makam Huzzom -"cgms of N
g by Y U'El\qm
Nokom Hicas

: Kanuni
sung by Aziz Bali
ANGRE Although a distinct school of thought, Sufism comprises several

disfinct radifions; they vary accor rding fo the specific teachings of
masters who, due lo the purily o ¢ their faiths, modes! woys of life,
and deep religious convictions, emerged as the spirituol leaders of
specific groups of believers. Each Suli tradition, movement or sect

4. Ey géniil yéri iste 8:09

h, my heart, asked lo be loved)
Dcr‘ml of Fu g by Yusuf Bilgin
n the Makam Saba

5. By bilbiil-i seyda

a

Oh <rying o is named for o master-the Mevlevi Sufis being
Pcewsbfi Nw,cla ?e Aakam Ussak disciples of Meviono Diglaleddin Rumi, for instonce, and the
b At Kadiri Sufis disciples of Abdoulkader Guiloni

Yusuf Bilgin: Vo = + Kudsi Erguner;: Mey Starfing in the 10th century, when the Turks converted to Islam,
Suleyman Erguner: Ney » Hasan Esen: Kemence » Mehmet Emin Bitmez: U Turkish wos enriched by Forsi words from Persio and wards from
_ Husnu Anil: Kanun i Arabic, the language of The Koran, Islom's most socred bock. The
by g A B SN e 0 ponnciion o ek wos, ot o ook o
i Sollrpals bt ! e FrRine, Arobic meters used in poetry, clso underwent o lransformation. By
the 13th century Turkish had become Otoman-o rew, complex,
mare melodic language-and poets found a huge lexicon
available to their inspiralion
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Among the most refined resuls of ihis linguistic evolution was
Divan, a classicol poetic form combining Farsi, Arabic and Turkish
words wiillen in the Arabic meter Az, based on the struciure of
vowels and consonanls in a given syllable. More elegant than
Turkish popular poetry and folk literature of the era, Divan are
aciually suites of poems constructed, like their Persian ond Arabic
predecessors, of different verses and melers.

Kaside is a form of Divan, and Gazel is o type of Koside

Aabs originally used the Gozel form 1o sing of their love for wine,
women and the joys of spring. Sufis adapled the Gazel form to
more profound and religious subjects, using the same vocabulory
o evoke rather abstracl and spiritual love. So when speaking of
wine in a Divan, the Sufi posts were paraphrasing their masters,
and when celebraling images of spring, they were expressing
their belief in reincarnation.

Although most Gazel are composed, they may dlso be improvised
in the same manner as the classical instrumental improvisations
colled Toksim. Turkish classical music is build on @ modal system
which uses untempered intervals. To evoke all its sublleties, 53
microtanes are ascribed to an octave within this modal system
called Makam. By the end of the 19th ceniury, 952 dilferent
Mokam were in use and recognizable by their makeup, including
a variety of thythmic cycles consisting of two to 120 beals. Once
a musicion hos leamed these by ear, he is free lo express his own
understanding of the Makam through its improvised form called
Toksim

.

THE POETS:

The Ottloman Empire became the larges! state in the world during
the reign of Kanuni Sultan Suleyman 1l {14951568), af
46 years longest of any of the Olloman Sultans. Known to
Europeans as Suleymon the Magnificent, he was o highly cullured
intellectual, musician, and sublle poet [under the name Muhibbi,
"The lover') as well os an excellent soldier. Sulton Suleyman 1l
sought peace ond solitude in his writing, expressing a serenity in
sharp controst with his position as Emperor of a world power.

Sultan Selim Nl [1761-1808), o Sufi, personified a warior
artist. His reign coincided with The Tulip Age, the onset of
European influence and decline of the Otioman Empire; his armies
were being deleated in the field. However, cullural life in Istanbul
flourished os the Sulian wrote poetry under the name llhami,
composed prolifically end practiced his virtuosity on the ney. He
was assassinated by revolutionories disenchonted with his refarms

Baki (Eternal} was Muhmud Abdulbaki's pen name; the most
fomous poel during the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent, he
was also knawn as Sullan of Posts. His Divan, and parficularly his
Mersiye, elegies on Suleyman II's death, ore considered postic
monuments of a glorious epoch. Many calligraphers become
wealthy by transcribing his words.

Fuzuli [2-1556), anather Sufi, lived in Baghdad; his poems were
discovered by Suleyman the Magnificant during a military
expedition fo the Arabic capitel, and spread throughout the
Empire. Fuzuli composed in three languages: Turkish-Azerbidjan,
Arabic and Persian. His poems of love in the story of layla and
Mecnun are slill appreciated todoy.

Hoca Dehhani was active in the 14ih century, and is the
eorliest known poet of Turkish Otloman literature. Originally from
Kharassan-currenily, Afghanistan-he moved 1o Konya, capital of
ihe Selcukide Empire. The Gozel sung here is the most popular of
his Divan.

Seyh Galib (1757-1799) wos a Sufi disciple of Rumi, and ot
oge 30 was nomed a master "seyh’ o the bigges! center of
Whirling Dervishes in Istanbul. He was o musician as well as o
poet, and on influence upon Sullon Selim Il His Divan here is
considered a masterpiece.




but lived in

Niyazi Misri (161/7-1694] was born in Turk
Egypt until he waos 30’!\/‘”5” means Egyptian. When he
Istanbul he became on infimate and di of Sufi Aziz A
Hudai, and later became a Sufi me himsell. His poems are
used fo accompany Suli ceremonies.

Mehmet Akif (1873-1936) was the lost post 1o express the
classical elegance during the era of Europeanization and the
breakup of the Civan tradition. His celebrity is based on his
Kasside "Bulbul' [nightingale].

Nabi (1640-1712) was born in Urfe, and journeyed 1o Istonbul
al age 25. There he met the poet Naili, who introduced him to
the court of Sulian Mehmet IV. Nabi is appreciated for the
wisdom of his poems, in which each line could be @ proverb. He
composed Divon in both Turkish and Persian

THE SINGERS:

Yusuf Bilgin, born in 1937, faught himself to sing and recile
texts from the Karan as a child. An Iman of the lorge Istonbul
Uskudar Mosque, his beautiful voice and rich ernameniofions
have eamed him high regard at lslomic religious ceremonies.

Fevzi Misir, born in 1941, memorized the enlire Karan while
he was quite young, and also leamed the entire Mokem
repertaire direcily fram masters of the art. He has been Iman of
Istanbul's Suleymoniye Mosque, which was built by Suleymon the
Magnificent and s the Islam's largest mosque after Mecca

The beautiful voice of Azia Bahriyeli, borm in Istonbul in 1934,
won him acclaim very early on, and allowed him 1o study with
some of the finest musicians of his time. He leamed religious music
for bath masque and Sufi ceremanies, and has been an Iman ol
several mosques

arn in Istanbul in 1952, Kudsi Erguner descends from a leng line of ney players rmU’
Sufis. Ui Erguner, Kudsi's father, is a reknowned ney master and former Music Director
Radio Istanbul; he wos instrumental in preserving raditional Turkish music during the CJHU[!]'
upheavol of the end of the Otleman Empire, reviving significant compasifions dating
e 14ih and 15th centuries. He infroduced his son to Mevlevi Sufi radifions while |
ney in.Dervish ceremonies,

Kudsi broadened his experience working at Radio Istanbul. Moving 1o Paris in 1975, he
studied architeclure and musicology, then opened o school devated to traditional Turkish
music. In 1988 Erguner crealed the Fosl ensemble, in which master musicians who've
| themselves and their raditions 1o the requiremerts of the canservaiory and state
radio assemble to reassert their roots. Besides remaining active in Istanbul and throughaut
Turkey, Kudsi Erguner hos performed throughout Europe ond the US., has improvised with
the American conductor lawrence 'Buich -v“f) ris's inferrational r_mc'mb. . conlributed scores
to plays and films (including Brooks' Mohobharotal, and has recarded frequently. He's

fex of Turkey [CMP CD 30035).
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7. Ol lezzeti vehhale (P
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